tributed towards a significant unification of tribes and to building up of anew
Hrangkhol identity.
! H
4. Education
In the sphere of education, the tribal people have thrived by leaps and bound.
The work of Christian mission in education is the greatest significant impact on
the hill tribes. In this regard, the arrival of pioneer missionarie.s may be re-

garded as the blessings to the tribal background people. As Frederick S.Downs
has rightly noted, ' '

But the most important reason for the great impact in the hills was the

act that the Gover mnen! gave the Christian missions a vir tual mmmpoly

on education there”
The missionaries adopted the policy of the establishment of schools as part of
their evangelistic strategy. Since the Mission station was set up in 1905 in

North Cachar Hills through the effort of Rev. Gerlan Williams several mission

schools were opened in many places W here the art of r eadm 18 and wrltmg was

aught( In the begmmng. the locql people did not know thc necd of‘educ'mon. |

So the pments prefcrred thelr chlldren to W ork m the _;hum qultsvatlon and do-
mestic busmcss With the sprc'ld of Christianity, new interest in education
appeared. Especmll} the new converts whose aim was to be able to read the
scripture and hymn books. By now illiterate people are rare. At present, the
Dolchhorra village obtained a high literacy among the Hrangkhols of South

Cachar. 2 As education developed, ethnic identity and solidarily consciousness

2 Erederick S. Downs, Christianity in North-East Dudia: Historical Perspectives, Neddelhi, 1983,
p.273.
= Iuformation from Mr Lalenglawma of Dolehhora, South Cachar. date 12" Aug., 1997,
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