attend in a devan (village council). At the same time, women were not permit-

ted to obtain the ‘puanpu’ which was a kind onriviIegedhmcmbership inreli-
gious matters. With the advent of Christianity, women were liberated from the
low status in religion and society. Now they are eligible to get full-membership
in the church. They are working as seeretaries, chairperson, ete. Women are
also organised a body called ‘Women's Fellowship’ withiﬁ the Church where
many of them are full-time workers and some engaged in different fields. One
of the regular practices is ‘rice-collection® for fund raisinQ. Thus, the money
raised from these are used for the mission work. Christianity pr'ovided a better
new life and liberated from oppression. Whereas right of inheritance goes to

the male line as usually practised.
¢) Abolition of intoxicants: ¢ 1
In Pre-Christian society, the use of mtoucants hkc zu (rice-beer) and

am (opmm) was very w;dcsmcad in htIl tnbcs c,ommumty In lIIdng,kllol s0ci-

Le

iated wnh hlelr tr admonal rellglous festivals

i bl pfl

'C‘H?'”é i'ar’ 1ity, bl"(!ergé o"f"nc"d" Bc‘é‘r ilb’ longer e

71
‘__ } i ,:' . ;.“"".' i

3 ety, drmkm g zu was closel} asso

b -uld lif sl;héﬂAft ““théy%ﬁﬁbr’ﬂé‘éd

plactlscd m Clmstnn wlhges |

The use of kani, opium eating was widespread in Nori"rth East India which
began towards the end of 18th century. It was introduced by.ihe British eipedi-
tionary force of 1792." In carly 20th century, the | Ir;mgkh(;ls spent much times

in Haflong Bazar for carning opium."? In course of time, the pioncer missionar-

!
ies like Rev. J.Gerlan Williams and others attempt to stop the opium eating and

* o Frederick S.Downs. History of Christienity i briia, ol N, Part 5, Bangalore, 1992.p.148. Here-
alter cited as Downs. History of Christianity.

" Rev.D.iG.Morfyn Jones, “The History of the Church among the Hill Tribes of Cachar,” Unpub-
lished, CHT Synod Library. Haflong. 1993, p.14.
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