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riests and Prophct's:
! il
The ochai (priests) and deipu (prophets) were gifted people inspired by

e power commonly called ‘ramtuiikhian’. The priests played an impor-
{ | : 1

tant role inreligious activities on behalf of the people. Office of the priests was

| 'n'_\ain y confined to male alone. The prophet’s role was to detect the symptom

s qﬁl'sicil\"ngs.s::;!ml discovered the cause of calamitics as well ua warning the peo-

bt ‘ple about the impending events through their divination called 'deiinzal. Fur-

| thermore, they practised sorcery. witcheraft, which brought a great torture, sick-
|

ness and even death of enemies. Thus, the skilful prophets were called as doikola/

doibur/doikara. meaning expert in sorcery and witchcraft.?! In pre-Christian

gérioﬁ:{; s%m_ngers were afraid evenio enterinfothe Hmngki\ql \il I(ﬂ@ bg_:c—auge‘

gf;_lhik practice.. "
! i
4. lh“lit‘f in life after death:
j& is believed that ok dea"t?»,%hé seul or sp'u‘il:@ﬁf\a) .‘%mfed qu mthedead

body, and it hovered above the vicinity of deccased village for months. After

| :

‘ someJmonths passed, the soul then goes to ‘Mithi khua’ (village of dead) where

they (souls) live a similar kind of life on the carth. They do_jhum cultivation,

hiuntix?g, ;etc. Folklore tells us that a man by named Pangﬁ?ﬁ_l went to ‘Mithi
khua? where he met his wife named Suiting and have huntir;g with them.? For
this reason when a man dies, weapons. implements, pottery, cloths, etc., were
burnc!d down along with the corpse. Like Hindus, the Hrangkhols recognised

“ ik i
the existence of rebirth called tirzirnok'. ‘Therelore, they made a little mark
| 5

on the part ol a dead body in order to identify him/her in the next second birth.?
|
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